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Applying for Youth Loans 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) makes loans to youth to establish and operate 
agricultural income-producing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other 
agricultural groups. Projects must be planned and operated with the help of the 
organization advisor, produce sufficient income to repay the loan and provide the youth 
with practical business and educational experience. The maximum loan amount is $5,000. 

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements: 

1. Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, 
Guam, American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or 
a legal resident alien 

2. Be 10 years to 20 years of age 
3. Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements 
4. Be unable to get a loan from other sources 
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5. Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as 
outlined above 

6. Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under 
guidance and assistance from a project advisor.  The project supervisor must 
recommend the youth loan applicant, along with providing adequate supervision. 

For help preparing the application forms, contact your local County USDA Service Center 
or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 
USDA Reminds Producers to Complete Crop 
Acreage Reports  
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds agricultural producers to complete crop 
acreage reports by the final acreage reporting date. 

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Georgia: 

February 15, 2022                       Onions (planted 10/21-2/1) 

March 15, 2022                            Cabbage (planted 10/1-2/20), Pecans 

May 15, 2022                               Sweet Corn (planted 8/26-5/15), Tobacco, 
Tomatoes                                                             (planted 8/16-4/5) 

July 15, 2022                                All Other Crops, Perennial Forage 

To complete your acreage report, please call your local County FSA office to schedule an 
appointment. FSA can work with producers to file timely acreage reports by phone, email, 
online tools and virtual meetings as well as by appointment in person. 

The following exception applies to acreage reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, the acreage must 
be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• Fruit and Vegetable Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
policy holders should note that the acreage reporting date for NAP covered 
crops is 15 days after the designated final planting date for the specific 
zone. 

• Perennial Forage Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
policy holders should note that the acreage reporting date for perennial 
forage is 15 calendar days before the onset of harvest or grazing of the 
specific crop being reported. 

For questions, please call your local County FSA office. 
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USDA Offers Expanded Conservation Program 
Opportunities to Support Climate-Smart 
Agriculture in 2022 
USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) announced two additional sign 
ups through the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) to support climate-
smart agriculture and forestry through voluntary conservation practices, as well as 
Conservation Incentives Contracts. If interested, you should learn more here and apply by 
Feb. 11, 2022. 

 
Applying for Beginning Farmer Loans 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural 
enterprises. Under these designated farm loan programs, FSA can provide financing to 
eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed loans. FSA defines a beginning 
farmer as a person who: 

• Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years 
• Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm 
• Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial 

management program sponsored by FSA 
• Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm. 

For more information contact, contact your USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 
USDA Announces Conservation Reserve 
Program Signups for 2022 
Agricultural producers and landowners can sign up soon for the Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP), a cornerstone conservation program offered by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) and a key tool in the Biden-Harris 
Administration effort to address climate change and achieve other natural resource 
benefits. The General CRP signup will run from Jan. 31 to March 11, and the Grassland 
CRP signup will run from April 4 to May 13.  

Producers and landowners enrolled 4.6 million acres into CRP signups in 2021, including 
2.5 million acres in the largest Grassland CRP signup in history. There are currently 22.1 
million acres enrolled, and FSA is aiming to reach the 25.5-million-acre cap statutorily set 
for fiscal year 2022.  

CRP Signups  

General CRP helps producers and landowners establish long-term, resource-conserving 
plant species, such as approved grasses or trees, to control soil erosion, improve water 
quality and enhance wildlife habitat on cropland.   
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Meanwhile, Grassland CRP is a working lands program, helping landowners and 
operators protect grassland, including rangeland and pastureland and certain other lands, 
while maintaining the areas as working grazing lands. Protecting grasslands contributes 
positively to the economy of many regions, provides biodiversity of plant and animal 
populations and provides important carbon sequestration benefits to deliver lasting climate 
outcomes.   

Alongside these programs, producers and landowners can enroll acres 
in Continuous CRP under the ongoing sign up, which includes projects available through 
the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) and State Acres for 
Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE).   

Climate Benefits  

Last year, FSA enacted a Climate-Smart Practice Incentive for 
CRP General and Continuous signups, to better target CRP on addressing climate 
change. This incentive aims to increase carbon sequestration and reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions. CRP’s climate-smart practices include establishment of trees and permanent 
grasses, development of wildlife habitat and wetland restoration. The Climate-Smart 
Practice Incentive is annual, and the amount is based on the benefits of each practice 
type.  

Additionally, in order to better target the program toward climate outcomes, USDA 
invested $10 million last year in the CRP Monitoring, Assessment and Evaluation 
(MAE) program to measure and monitor the soil carbon and climate resilience impacts of 
conservation practices over the life of new CRP contracts. This will enable the agency to 
further refine the program and practices to provide producers tools for increased climate 
resilience.   

More Information on CRP  

Landowners and producers interested in CRP should contact their local USDA Service 
Center to learn more or to apply for the program -- for General CRP before the March 
11 deadline, and for Grassland CRP before the May 13 deadline. Service Center staff 
continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other digital tools. Due 
to the pandemic, some USDA Service Centers are open to limited visitors. Additionally, 
fact sheets and other resources are available at fsa.usda.gov/crp.   

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest voluntary private-lands conservation 
programs in the United States. It was originally intended to primarily control soil erosion 
and potentially stabilize commodity prices by taking marginal lands out of production. The 
program has evolved over the years, providing many conservation and economic 
benefits.   

 
USDA Announces Targeted Urban Agriculture 
Conservation Program Sign Up in Georgia 
USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) announced an additional 
signup through the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) to support urban 
agriculture.  This targeted sign up is for farmers in Fulton, Gwinnett, and Henry counties, 
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who are interested in producing local, healthy, sustainable food for their communities. If 
interested, you should learn more here and apply by March 4, 2022. 

 
Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) has several loan programs to help you start or continue 
an agriculture production. Farm ownership and operating loans are available.   

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA has 
provided priority funding for members of targeted underserved applicants.  

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected 
to racial, ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the 
group without regard to his or her individual qualities.  

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are women, African 
Americans, American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific 
Islanders. 

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are 
unable to obtain the needed credit elsewhere. 

 
USDA Provides Additional Pandemic Assistance 
to Hog Producers 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced a new 
program to assist hog producers who sold hogs through a negotiated sale during the 
period in which these producers faced the greatest reduction in market prices due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The Spot Market Hog Pandemic Program (SMHPP) is part 
of USDA’s Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative and addresses gaps in previous 
assistance for hog producers. USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will accept 
applications Dec. 15, 2021 through Feb. 25, 2022.       

SMHPP provides assistance to hog producers who sold hogs through 
a negotiated sale from April 16, 2020 through Sept. 1, 2020. Negotiated sale, 
or negotiated formula sale, means a sale of hogs by a producer to a packer under which 
the base price for the hogs is determined by seller-buyer interaction and agreement on a 
delivery day. USDA is offering SMHPP as packer production was reduced due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic due to employee illness and supply chain issues, resulting in fewer 
negotiated hogs being procured and subsequent lower market prices.    

The Department has set aside up to $50 million in pandemic assistance funds through the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security (CARES) Act for SMHPP.  

SMHPP Program Details   

Eligible hogs include hogs sold through a negotiated sale by producers between April 16, 
2020, and Sept. 1, 2020. To be eligible, the producer must be a person or legal entity 
who has ownership in the hogs and whose production facilities are located in the United 
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States, including U.S. territories. Contract producers, federal, state and local 
governments, including public schools and packers are not eligible for SMHPP.   

SMHPP payments will be calculated by multiplying the number of head of eligible hogs, 
not to exceed 10,000 head, by the payment rate of $54 per head. FSA will issue payments 
to eligible hog producers as applications are received and approved.   

Applying for Assistance   

Eligible hog producers can apply for SMHPP starting Dec. 15, 2021, by completing the 
FSA-940, Spot Market Hog Pandemic Program application. Additional documentation may 
be required. Visit farmers.gov/smhpp for a copy of the Notice of Funds Availability, 
information on applicant eligibility and more information on how to apply.   

Applications can be submitted to the FSA office at any USDA Service Center nationwide 
by mail, fax, hand delivery or via electronic means. To find your local FSA office, 
visit farmers.gov/service-locator. Hog producers can also call 877-508-8364 to speak 
directly with a USDA employee ready to offer assistance. 

 
Disaster Set-Aside Extension  
USDA has additional support available to producers given the recent outbreaks of the 
COVID-19 Delta variant and has extended the availability of COVID-19 Disaster Set-Aside 
(DSA) for installments due through Jan. 31, 2022. In addition, FSA will permit a second 
DSA for COVID-19 and a second DSA for natural disasters for those who had an initial 
COVID-19 DSA. Requests for a COVID-19 DSA or a second DSA must be received no 
later than May 1, 2022. 

Last year, FSA broadened the use of the DSA. Normally used in the wake of natural 
disasters, the DSA can now allow farmers with USDA farm loans who are affected by 
COVID-19 and determined to be eligible, to have their next payment set aside. The set-
aside payment’s due date is moved to the final maturity date of the loan or extended up to 
twelve months in the case of an annual operating loan. Any principal set-aside will 
continue to accrue interest until it is repaid. This will improve the borrower’s cashflow in 
the current production cycle.  

More Information  

Producers can explore available options on all FSA loan options at fsa.usda.gov or by 
contacting their local USDA Service Center. Service Center staff continue to work with 
agricultural producers via phone, email, and other digital tools. Because of the pandemic, 
some USDA Service Centers are open to limited visitors. Contact your Service Center to 
set up an in-person or phone appointment. Additionally, more information related to 
USDA’s response and relief for producers can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.  

 
Borrower Training for Farm Loan Customers 
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Borrower training is available for all Farm Service Agency (FSA) customers. This training 
is required for all direct loan applicants, unless the applicant has a waiver issued by the 
agency.  

Borrower training includes instruction in production and financial management. The 
purpose is to help the applicants develop and improve skills that are necessary to 
successfully operate a farm and build equity in the operation. It aims to help the producer 
become financially successful. Borrower training is provided, for a fee, by agency 
approved vendors. Contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager for a list of approved 
vendors.   

 
USDA Opens 2022 Signup for Dairy Margin 
Coverage, Expands Program for Supplemental 
Production  
As part of the Biden-Harris Administration’s ongoing efforts to support dairy farmers and 
rural communities, today the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) opened signup for 
the Dairy Margin Coverage (DMC) program and expanded the program to allow dairy 
producers to better protect their operations by enrolling supplemental production. This 
signup period – which runs from Dec. 13, 2021 to Feb. 25, 2022 – enables producers to 
get coverage through this important safety-net program for another year as well as get 
additional assistance through the new Supplemental DMC. 

Supplemental DMC will provide $580 million to better help small- and mid-sized dairy 
operations that have increased production over the years but were not able to enroll the 
additional production. Now, they will be able to retroactively receive payments for that 
supplemental production. Additionally, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) updated how 
feed costs are calculated, which will make the program more reflective of actual dairy 
producer expenses.   

Supplemental DMC Enrollment  

Eligible dairy operations with less than 5 million pounds of established production history 
may enroll supplemental pounds based upon a formula using 2019 actual milk marketings, 
which will result in additional payments. Producers will be required to provide FSA with 
their 2019 Milk Marketing Statement.  

Supplemental DMC coverage is applicable to calendar years 2021, 2022 and 2023. 
Participating dairy operations with supplemental production may receive retroactive 
supplemental payments for 2021 in addition to payments based on their established 
production history.   

Supplemental DMC will require a revision to a producer’s 2021 DMC contract and must 
occur before enrollment in DMC for the 2022 program year. Producers will be able to 
revise 2021 DMC contracts and then apply for 2022 DMC by contacting their local USDA 
Service Center.   

DMC 2022 Enrollment  

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAyMDguNTMwODE5MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYXJtZXJzLmdvdi93b3JraW5nLXdpdGgtdXMvc2VydmljZS1jZW50ZXItbG9jYXRvcj91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.RiOZJ7i94k-fqs1IWZjptbj9ocVmgDetLqpZ1zUBcPY/s/1512326346/br/126307924675-l
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After making any revisions to 2021 DMC contracts for Supplemental DMC, producers can 
sign up for 2022 coverage. DMC provides eligible dairy producers with risk management 
coverage that pays producers when the difference between the price of milk and the cost 
of feed falls below a certain level. So far in 2021, DMC payments have triggered for 
January through October for more than $1.0 billion.   

For DMC enrollment, producers must certify with FSA that the operation is commercially 
marketing milk, sign all required forms and pay the $100 administrative fee. The fee is 
waived for farmers who are considered limited resource, beginning, socially 
disadvantaged, or a military veteran. To determine the appropriate level of DMC coverage 
for a specific dairy operation, producers can use the online dairy decision tool.  

Updates to Feed Costs    

USDA is also changing the DMC feed cost formula to better reflect the actual cost dairy 
farmers pay for high-quality alfalfa hay.  FSA will calculate payments using 100% premium 
alfalfa hay rather than 50%.  The amended feed cost formula will make DMC payments 
more reflective of actual dairy producer expenses.    

Additional Dairy Assistance   

Today’s announcement is part of a broader package to help the dairy industry respond to 
the pandemic and other challenges.  USDA is also amending Dairy Indemnity Payment 
Program (DIPP) regulations to add provisions for the indemnification of cows that are 
likely to be not marketable for longer durations, as a result, for example, of per- 
and polyfluoroalkyl substances. FSA also worked closely with USDA's Natural Resources 
Conservation Service to target assistance through the Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program) and other conservation programs to help producers safely dispose of and 
address resource concerns created by affected cows. Other recent dairy announcements 
include $350 million through the Pandemic Market Volatility Assistance Program and $400 
million for the Dairy Donation Program.  

Additional details on these changes to DMC and DIPP can be found in a rule that will be 
published soon in the Federal Register. This rule also included information on the new 
Oriental Fruit Fly Program as well as changes to FSA conservation programs. A copy of 
the rule is available here.  

More Information    

To learn more or to participate in DMC or DIPP, producers should contact their local 
USDA Service Center. Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers 
via phone, email and other digital tools. Because of the pandemic, some are open to 
limited visitors. Producers should contact their Service Center to set up an in-person or 
phone appointment. Additionally, more information related to USDA’s response and relief 
for producers can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.   

 
2022 ARCPLC Elections and Enrollment 
Producers can elect coverage and enroll in ARC-CO or PLC, which are both crop-by-crop, 
or ARC-IC, which is for the entire farm. Although election changes for 2022 are optional, 
producers must enroll through a signed contract each year. Also, if a producer has a multi-
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year contract on the farm and makes an election change for 2022, it will be necessary to 
sign a new contract.      

If an election is not submitted by the deadline of March 15, 2022, the election remains the 
same as the 2021 election for crops on the farm.  Farm owners cannot enroll in either 
program unless they have a share interest in the farm.       

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, 
flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long 
grain rice, medium and short grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, 
sunflower seed, and wheat.      

Web-Based Decision Tools     

In partnership with USDA, the University of Illinois and Texas A&M University offer web-
based decision tools to assist producers in making informed, educated decisions using 
crop data specific to their respective farming operations. Tools include:     

•  Gardner-farmdoc Payment Calculator, a tool available through the University of 
Illinois allows producers to estimate payments for farms and counties for ARC-CO 
and PLC.    

• ARC and PLC Decision Tool, a tool available through Texas A&M tallows 
producers to estimate payments and yield updates and expected payments for 
2022.     

Crop Insurance Considerations     

ARC and PLC are part of a broader safety net provided by USDA, which also includes 
crop insurance and marketing assistance loans.     

Producers are reminded that ARC and PLC elections and enrollments can impact 
eligibility for some crop insurance products.     

Producers on farms with a PLC election have the option of purchasing Supplemental 
Coverage Option (SCO) through their Approved Insurance Provider; however, producers 
on farms where ARC is the election are ineligible for SCO on their planted acres for that 
crop on that farm.     

Unlike SCO, the Enhanced Coverage Option (ECO) is unaffected by an ARC election.  
Producers may add ECO regardless of the farm program election.    

Upland cotton farmers who choose to enroll seed cotton base acres in ARC or PLC are 
ineligible for the stacked income protection plan (STAX) on their planted cotton acres for 
that farm.      

More Information      

For more information on ARC and PLC, visit the ARC and PLC webpage or contact your 
local USDA Service Center.    
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355 E Hancock Avenue 
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Phone: 706-546-2266 
Fax: 855-409-5735 

State Executive Director 
Farm Service Agency 

Arthur L. Tripp, Jr: 706-546-2266 
Arthur.tripp@usda.gov 

State Conservationist 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service 

Terrance O. Rudolph: 706-546-2272 
terrance.rudolph@usda.gov 

  

  

Regional Office Director 
Risk Management Agency 

Davina Lee: 229-242-7235 
Davina.lee@usda.gov 
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